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Athanasius, led to a hot incident. The Colonial Secretary under  CHAP.
extreme provocation lost his control for an instant.                   LXXV.

JET. 64.
ME. J. CHAMBERLAIN: "... Well, you shall have the truth."

AN HON. MKMBER: "It is the first time you have told it."
Mu, J. CHAMBKULAIN was understood to say that was the language of
a cud. [Crios of "Order, order!" and "Withdraw".]

He withdrew at once, though the primary offender remained
anonymous. Then he recovered his composure. Instead of flinch-
ing about the Khaki Election he gloried in it, and again carried
tho war right and left into the enemy's ranks. He jested in effect
that the Opposition leader was not the arbiter of etiquette nor
tho First Gentleman in Europe.

I clooply rogrot that I am to be cut off from the society of the right
hon. gentleman, which I never enjoyed-----This act, he says [the publica-
tion of tho Bloomfontoin letters], is an act which renders the person who
committed it unworthy of his society. Very well; it was the act of the
Government . . . the right hon. gentleman cuts himself off from every
member of tho Government.. . . His accusation, so far as it is a just one,
applies not only to me, but to the Prime Minister, to the Duke of Devon-
shire, to my right hon. friend the First Lord of the Treasury [Arthur
Balfour] and to all my colleagues.1

At the end of his counter-attack he quoted with his old art the
most scurrilous language used on the other side during the
elections, and it made his own seem mild. "The real fact is that
they have been beaten and they take their beating badly."

VI
Next day Chamberlain on a far broader issue won praise from
his foes. An amendment moved in a Liberal Imperialist spirit
gave him the opportunity to explain his ideas upon the future
of South Africa.
With his conciliatory mind towards the Boers we here are well
acquainted, but at that time his speech was an astonishment to
many who had imagined him a jingo Ahab coveting goldfields
* Ibid. cols. 183-184.